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Sign Up for a Town License Plate Today! 
 Show off your Town pride amongst your friends and family with a Town license 
plate.  Just visit bridgewater.town, download our form, and once we receive 350 
applications, we will submit our order!  For more info call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Commemorative 
Bricks at GP 

  

When we opened Generations 
Park in 2015, we offered citizens an 
opportunity to purchase 
commemorative bricks.  These bricks 
are engraved with your personalized 
message to recognize a loved one or 
memorialize a special event.  The 
first round of bricks purchased were 
installed after we opened in the 
summer of 2015, and these bricks 
line the front entry sidewalk into 
Generations Park.   

Our initial offering was a big 
success, and we’re pleased to say that 
we are continuing to accept brick 
orders through our website at 
bridgewater.town.  A 4x8 engraved 
brick costs $100 (3 lines of text with 
20 characters per line) and an 8x8 
brick 
costs 
$200 (6 
lines of 
text 
with 20 characters per line.)  You can 
also fill out an application at the 
Treasurer’s office and submit a check 
in-person.  Thank you to those who 
have already purchased a brick and 
have helped make Generations Park 
a park for all generations.   

Springtime Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety 
 Now that Spring has finally sprung (we hope) we all want to rush 
outside and enjoy many healthy activities such as walking.  This is also a 
great time to remember simple rules of safety: 

Hang up and 
eyes up.  Texting, 
chatting, or playing 
games on a mobile 
device while you 
walk is as 
dangerous as doing 
those things while 
driving. You are 
distracted and not 
as aware of your 
environment. Also, 
you are less likely 
to recognize traffic dangers, passing joggers or tripping hazards. 

Keep the volume down.  Don't drown out your environment when using 
headphones. Keep the volume at a level where you can still hear bike bells 
and warnings from other walkers and runners. 

Walk facing traffic.  This gives you the best chance to see traffic 
approaching closest to you and take evasive action when needed. 

Cross safely.  Always look both ways before crossing any street.  Make 
eye contact with any drivers who may be turning.  Be sure they see you. 

Walk single file when not separated from the road.  Unless you are on 
a sidewalk separated from the road, you should walk in single file.  

Be visible, wear reflective gear.  When walking at night, wear light-
colored or reflective clothing to be visible.  Drivers may not expect 
walkers to be out after dark, and you need to give them every chance to 
see you. Be just as cautious at dawn or twilight, as drivers still have limited 
visibility or may even have the rising or setting sun directly in their eyes.  

https://www.verywell.com/pokemongo-dangers-to-avoid-4062151
https://www.verywell.com/top-night-visibility-items-3435618
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Looking Ahead...May Events 

Touch a Truck—May 6 at Generations Park 

Join us for our “Touch a Truck” event on Saturday, May 6th from 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. at 
Generations Park.  The event will offer children a hands-on opportunity to explore all 
sorts of working vehicles and equipment from local construction companies, fire, rescue 
and police departments and to meet the people who build, protect, and serve the 
Bridgewater community.   This is a FREE event. 

Farmers’ Market Returns on May 13 
Our farmers’ market returns for a third season beginning on 
Saturday, May 13 at Generations Park.  This year, we will have 
a weekly market on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to Noon.  We 
are excited to bring a unique variety of vendors and 
experiences to this year’s farmers’ market.  Stay tuned to our 
website and Facebook for more details.   

Jazz in Generations Park, also on May 13 

From 1:30-3:00 p.m., the Turner Ashby High School Jazz 
Ensemble will perform at Generations Park.  Those attending 
should bring their own lawn chairs and blankets. 

Interested in being a vendor at the Generations Park Farmers’ Market?  If so, please contact Megan Byler at       
908-4212 or by e-mail at mbyler@bridgewater.town to learn more about setting up at our weekly market.   

What’s That Sound?  College Emergency Alert System 
 

 Several times each year, Bridgewater College conducts a test of its emergency alert system. This test includes 
an outdoor siren that Town residents may hear. This comprehensive test is designed to make sure all 
communications are working and to draw the attention of all campus community members to the College’s 
Emergency Operations Plan.  

 Scheduled tests usually take place mid-morning. The College tries to limit testing of the siren to once a 
semester (fall and spring), but occasionally it will be utilized more, as was the case recently when the College 
participated in a state-wide tornado drill.  

 In the case of a real emergency, the siren would alert the campus community to seek shelter and check for 
information on the emergency. The College would like to thank the residents who live near campus for their 
patience and understanding; it is imperative that the College test its emergency alert system periodically to ensure 
the safety of the community.  

TMDL Tip:  Mowing Responsibly 
  

 As we enter the Spring mowing season, a reminder for all 
property owners to mow carefully:  keep the roadways clear and try 
not to mow grass into the roadway.  We had several reports of 
residents mowing grass into Town streets last year.  Grass clippings 
that end up in our streets not only look unsightly, but after a rainfall 
they also are swept up into our stormwater system.  Under our 
TMDL plan, we are working hard to reduce stormwater pollution 
and its many adverse effects on our ecosystem.  By properly 
managing stormwater runoff, we can help keep harmful toxins out 
of our drinking water supply and keep Bridgewater looking great!   
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Y: Jay’s Column About Policy 

Town Services 
Not too long ago, I stumbled over an old paint 

can in my garage and thought to myself, “Why can’t 
the Town pick up half-full paint cans curbside once 
or twice per year?”  The answer, I learned, is that 
we’re just not very good at handling waste paint.  We 
have no special equipment or “secret sauce”; we 
would do the same things that our residents would 
have to do. 

The paint issue, though, did help me focus on 
what services we provide, and why we provide them.  
As I thought through the issue, it occurred to me that 
the Town can (and should) provide a service if two 
conditions are satisfied.  First, the service must be 
something that we’re good at.  And secondly, it must 
be within the legitimate scope of local government.  

 The paint-can proposal failed the first prong of 
the test, because we wouldn’t have added any value.  
Similarly, we are occasionally asked whether we might 
contract out our excellent landscaping crew to private 
landowners.  We always decline, because of the 
second prong:  Providing private landscaping services 
doesn’t seem like a legitimate governmental function. 

Contrast these two examples with the issue of 
accepting passport applications.  Two months ago, we 
asked whether citizens would be interested in being 
able to file passport applications with the Town.  The 
response was enthusiastic—by Current standards, at 
least—and we are now in the approval process with 
the State Department.  We decided it was something 
that we would be good at, and it was a legitimate 
governmental function. 

The bottom line here is that we are always looking 
to expand what we do for you, but we will always 
apply this two-pronged test to see if an expansion 
makes sense.  (A second, unofficial, bottom line 
would be that if you ever want to throw our normally 
calm Public Works Department into a tizzy, just walk 
in one Monday morning and suggest that they should 
pick up half-empty paint cans!) 

Mini-Golf & Par-3  
 

 

“The bottom line here is that we are always 

looking to expand what we do for you, but we will 

always apply this two-pronged test to see if an 

expansion makes sense.”   

Golf Lessons at Sandy Bottom 
 Golf can be a challenging, often frustrating game, 
but a good teacher can simplify the mechanics of each 
stroke to make our swings more efficient and 
effective.  By honing the various 
strokes – putts, chips, pitches, full 
swings – to their essentials, we 
enhance the possibilities for solid ball 
striking and consistency, pleasure, 
and satisfaction.  We will begin with 
the shortest and simplest stroke, the 
putt, and move progressively to the 
chip, pitch, and full swing.  You will need a putter, a 
short iron (wedge, 9 or 8 iron) and a few golf balls.  We 
will begin our adventure at Bridgewater’s Par-3 golf 
course and practice green at Sandy Bottom Park. 

Dates & Times:   

Morning Session:  Tuesdays from 10:00-11:00 a.m. on 
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Evening Session:  Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm on 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

Cost:    

Town Residents:  $40 per session (5 lessons) 

Non-Town Residents:  $50 per session (5 lessons) 

Sessions are taught in groups of about 6 to 8 people.   

Registration:  To sign up, please contact Bob Bersson 
at rdbersson@gmail.com or (540) 282-9951. 

Town residents can play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free 
with a B-Rec card.  Non-Town residents now have the 
option of purchasing a 
season pass for $150 or a 
Par-3/Mini-Golf season 
pass for $175.  Passes 
must be purchased from 
the Bridgewater 
Community Center at 
201 Green Street.   

Mini-Golf will open 7 days a week beginning on 
Memorial Day weekend.    
 

Mini-Golf Hours:   Friday-Sunday, Noon-10 p.m. 

Non-Town residents:   $5 
 

Par-3 Hours: Daily, 6 am to Dark 

Non-Town residents: $4 Monday-Thursday 

   $5 Friday-Sunday 



Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call 908-4212. 

Submit an Event 

If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please         
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later 
than the 15th of the month. 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 
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April 10  - Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7:30 PM  Bridgewater Community Center. 
For info, call Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. (Second 
Monday of every month.) 
 

April 18 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM (Third 
Tuesday of every month).  Bridgewater Retirement 
Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community 
Center, Smith Room. 
 

April 19 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM  Meeting at the 
Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every 
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for 
more info.   
 

April 26 - Garden Club of Virginia Historic Garden 
Week - 10 AM to 5 PM. The tour includes history with 
hospitality in Bridgewater including The Cracked Pillar, 
the Bridgewater College president’s home, 111 S. Main 
Street, 220 Holly Hill Drive, and Bluestone Vineyard. 
Detailed ticket information and full descriptions of the 
tour can be obtained by visiting www.vagardenweek.org. 

April Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement 
Community.  
 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays  6:15 - 7:30 PM.  For info, 
call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.   
 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.   
Currently on display is an exhibit of hats from a private 
collection. Museum hours are Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 
from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Also open by appointment.  For more 
info, please call (540) 237-4017 or visit 
www.bridgewatervahistmuseum.org. 
 

April 1 - Blood Drive — Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church - 9 AM - 1PM in honor of National Donate Life 
Month. Participants receive a thank you tote bag for 
donating!  Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are 
encouraged. To secure your spot, visit https://
donateblood.vablood.org. 

 

April 3 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM  Meeting at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 
 

April 4 - Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door Meeting - 
11:30 AM  (First Tuesday of every month.)  A representative 
will appear at the Bridgewater Community Center.  For more 
info call 885-3861. 
 

April 8 - Bridgewater Retirement Community Yard Sale - 
8 AM to 3 PM. 200 Virginia Avenue (Old Emergency Squad 
Building).   Sat. 8 AM to Noon.  All the things you have 
come to expect from a BRC Yard Sale, including lots of 
Easter items.   

Municipal Calendar 
April 11 ...... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
 

April 25 ......... Budget Presentation - 7:00 p.m.  

    

Sign up for a Town license plate at bridgewater.town! 

Bridgewater Current 


